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Choosing a story to tell,
Some initial considerations
Who is the story for?
What kind of story do you think your audience would enjoy?

How long have you got to tell it?
Is your audience used to story telling?
What kind of story would you enjoy telling?

Examine the story you have chosen in the light of these questions.
 What appeals to you about the story?

 Why would this make a good story to tell, rather than to read?

 Will any part of the story be familiar to your audience? Does this matter?

 Will you need to change the length of the story?

 Are there any objects, places, characters that would be hard to communicate without
illustrations?

 What could you do to adapt it?

 What do you want your audience to gain from the experience?

Preparing to tell a story

You do not have to learn every word of a written story
by heart.
A story does not have to be cleverly acted out.
You are just looking for ways to share the words and
pictures that come into your head when you think
about your story.

TRY reading at least part of your chosen
Do you feel comfortable with the style?

source story aloud. How does it sound?

CAN you pick out any phrases or sections of the story that sound particularly effective? You can always
learn those bits and keep them in your spoken version.
DO you like the opening line in the written version? Can you alter it to make it stronger if need be.
WHAT about the closing line? A dramatic ending is always good but when you are story telling you
often need a few words to remind the audience that you have finished the story.
ARE there any parts where an illustration really helps to tell the story? How can you adapt? Would a
picture or prop enhance or distract from the story?
HOW can you remember the story easily? Is it possible to construct a simple story map? Would it help
to plant signposts in the story?
WOULD simple props help you to follow the story line?
HOW is your story to be told? Is it 1st person or 3rd person? With which are you most comfortable.
Can you identify the moods of your story? Do they change? How do you want to communicate this?

Opening line
Long, long ago when everything was completely
different from the way we live now, when
everything was exactly the way it is now, there
was a village.

Story Route Map
Story Title
The Magic Whistle

Characters
Sean
Seamus

The village.
Nobody could play music and
nobody could sing.
“Oh we’re bored Oh we’ve got
nothing to do”

*Outside the village
There was a small green hill
with three twisted thorn trees on
the top. Everyone said that it
was where the fairies danced.
*A little man with a blue hat
and a red jacket.
I suppose you’ll be wanting a
reward. I’ll give you music that’s
out of this world

If anyone was feeling sad, there was Sean with a cheerful
word. If anyone was feeling ill, there was Sean with warm
well wishes and if anyone needed a helping hand, there
was Sean ready with two. He was as bright and smiling as
a sunny Sunday in August.
If anyone was feeling sad, there was Seamus with a
scowl and a frown. If anyone was feeling ill, there was
Seamus with a “Ooh, you do look bad”. And if anyone
needed a helping hand, then Seamus wouldn’t be there at
all. He was as ill tempered and grumpy as a wet
Wednesday in March

*Sean wants to help
When the moon was
shining full, he went
out to the green hill.

*At first, all he could hear
was the wind in the leaves
and the thump, thump,
thump, of his own heart.

*All the voices
joined in
Monday, Tuesday
also Wednesday

*Fairy music
At first one voice, then
many all together
“Monday Tuesday”

Transition
And all around him there came a misting, and the misting became a fogging, and the fogging
became a dreaming, and the dreaming became a sleeping, and the sleeping became a waking,
and Sean found himself on the fairy hill. His clothes were wet with dew and the sun was rising in
the sky, but in his hands was the little silver pipe.

Transition

Seamus plays for the village
Have you heard the noise a cat
makes if you accidentally step on
its tail?

I’ll give you music
that’s like nothing
on earth

Repeat*

Sean plays for the
village. His brother
is jealous

Closing line
Maybe that silver whistle is still out there and maybe one
of you, will find it.

Presenting a story

Every story-teller, however
experienced,
shares these feelings at times.
Confidence comes with practice, but
there are lots of simple ways to help
your self.
When you first begin to tell stories, the
thorough preparation of the chosen
story is the key.
Using simple props or having a story
map with you will also help.

U S IN G

YOUR VOICE

When you prepare to tell a story, what do you
feel are your main concerns?
Forgetting the story?
Rambling?
Not being heard?
Not holding the attendance of the audience?
Not making the story interesting?
Not knowing how to begin?
Not knowing how to end?
Feeling too self-conscious?
None of the above?
ALL OF THE ABOVE??

BODY

LANGUAGE

Make sure that you are positioned comfortably. If
you are sitting, choose a chair that is not too low
or too deep.

If you are slouching, it may impede proper breathing.
You will find it difficult to move expressively and it
may make it harder for you to be seen or heard.

Think of a time when you have been
bored listening to a lecture, talk etc.
What makes it boring is not always just the
Make sure you are positioned so that you can easily
content. Often, we might comment,
be seen and make eye contact with your audience.
”His voice just went droning on and on.” Although the audience is primarily engaged in a
listening activity, people still need to be able to see

Your voice does not have to be loud or
you
dramatic for story telling but it helps if It is surprising how much of our bodies we use when
• You vary the pitch of your voice
we
speak.
• You vary the volume
• You vary the pace of your words
• You are not afraid of pauses
• You allow the tone of your voice to
carry feelings
• You are not afraid to exaggerate
vocally
• You smile

Enjoy your self. It does not
matter if you make mistakes.
It is a part of story telling.

